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Effectively Engaging Youth In Habitat Restoration 

Center for Land-Based Learning Mission: 
 
Inspiring and motivating people of all ages to promote a healthy 
interplay between agriculture, nature, and society as leaders in 
their communities. 



SLEWS 
Changing Hearts, Minds and Landscapes 



SLEWS is All About Partnerships 

Community  
Volunteers Landowners 

Teachers 

Students 

Restoration 
Planners 





A Typical SLEWS Field Day Agenda 

8:45 – 9:45  Opening Circle and Introductory Activities 
 
9:40-10:00  Tool Safety and Demonstration(s) 
 
10-12:00  Restoration work 
 
12-12:30  Lunch 
 
12:30-12:45  Energizer Game 
 
12:45-1:30  Hands-on Learning Activity 
 
1:30-1:45  Reflection Activity 
 
1:45-2:00  Closing Circle and Adjourn 









17 Years of SLEWS 

¨  SLEWS statewide since 
2001 
¤ 231 habitat projects 
¤ 868 field days 
¤ 6,700 students 
¤ 68,000 native trees and 

shrubs 
¤ 310,000 native grass, sedge 

and rush plugs 
¤ 742 bird boxes, bee blocks 



Other Impacts 

•  89% of survey participants agreed 
that SLEWS helped them develop a 
stronger appreciation for the 
natural world. 

•  Overall, about half (51%) of 
respondents said SLEWS affected 
their higher education and career 
path. 

•  More than half (57%) of alumni 
said their current work or 
education is related to agriculture, 
the environment, or natural 
resources in some way. 



 
Contact SLEWS Program Director, Matt Lechmaier to learn more. 

 
 Matt@landbasedlearning.org or 530-510-0365 

 

The SLEWS Academy consists of: 
 
u    A three-day Intensive Training 
 
u    Six Monthly Sessions 
 
u    One year of Individual Program    
      Support. 
 







SLEWS Academy Participants 

Elk Grove Water Agency 
 
Florin RCD 
 
East Stanislaus RCD 
 
East Merced RCD 
 
Grasslands Water District 
 
Inland Empire RCD 
 
Northern California Regional Land Trust 
 
San Joaquin Office of Education 
 
 



Take a look! 

Landbasedlearning.org/slews-academy 



Questions? 
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